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Degree Requirements of the PhD Program in Smart Industry Technology Research and Design

of National Formosa University
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This set of requirements is formulated based on the academic policies and assessment regulations
for the master’s and doctoral degree of National Formosa University.
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The program comprises four groups: Group “H!” (Engineering), Group “Z.” (Electrical Engineering
and Computer Science), Group “/4” (Management), and Group “J > (Life Science, Agriculture,
Sports, Recreation, and Multimedia).
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The dissertation advisor of each graduate student shall be a faculty member of the school who holds
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a position equal to or higher than a full-time assistant professor, and each graduate student must
submit the Advisor Consent Form within two months after registration. Each graduate student’s
request to change his/her advisor must be approved by the current advisor, the new advisor, and the
Director of Program, and each graduate student can only change his/her advisor for only once. After
changing his/her advisor, the student can only apply for the dissertation defense after at least one
academic year.
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The minimum and maximum lengths of study for each graduate student are two years and seven
years, respectively. Students applying to the Industry-Academia Cooperative PhD Project are

subject to the degree requirements of the project.
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Each graduate student must earn at least 18 credits (apart from the doctoral dissertation and research

seminars) and complete the requirements of the education courses in Academic Ethics and Research

Integrity.
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Each graduate student must earn 12 credits by completing the doctoral dissertation (12 credits)
and the research seminars (two academic years, zero credit).
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Each graduate student may start working on the doctoral dissertation after passing the PhD
qualifying exam.
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Each graduate student’s course selection must be approved and signed by his or her advisor.
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Each graduate student may select the MA/PhD courses (that are not open to both undergraduate

and graduate students) offered in his or her group to earn the credits required for graduation.
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Each graduate student may, with his or her advisor’s approval, enroll in a maximum of nine credits of

MA/PhD electives (that are not open to both undergraduate and graduate program of on the

jobs class at the same time) from another department of the university (or another university).
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Each graduate student must pass the written qualifying exam. Students applying for the qualifying

exam must do so before the set deadline in each semester. Students who do not meet the qualifying
exam requirements shall face expulsion from the university or provide an advanced result for his or
her graduation project. The PhD qualifying exam requirements are specified separately.
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Each graduate student may submit the application for doctoral candidate qualification review only
after he or she completes the credit requirements specified in Requirement 5 and passes the
qualifying exam. Each graduate student must receive the approval of his or her advisor and have his
or her application reviewed as well as approved by the Committee before becoming a qualified

doctoral candidate.
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Each qualified doctoral candidate who has submitted a qualified doctoral dissertation

(including the summary and the results of Plagiarism Detection for Thesis Originality) and



showed qualified technical achievements may apply for the dissertation defense after

receiving written approval from his or her advisor. The student may make arrangements

for the dissertation defense after having his or her application reviewed and approved by

the Doctoral Program Committee and submitting the final list of committee members. The

dissertation defense shall conform to the related regulations of the university. Students who

do not pass their first dissertation defense may apply for a second dissertation defense.

Students who pass the dissertation defense are eligible to graduate.
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Doctoral students who have completed the following requirements may submit the application for
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the dissertation defense:
i L8 migiE L F 4+ o Pass the doctoral candidate qualification examination.
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H s = & 24 B 842 - Complete at least two years of study in the program.

% =¥ < 47 5 o Complete the first draft of the dissertation.
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Each doctoral student must have two publications (journal or conference paper), one of which

can be waived if the student has earned an “invention patent,” indexed by EI, SCI, SSCI, or

TSSCI, before applying for the dissertation defense. The student shall be listed as the first author

of the aforementioned publications apart from the advisor; the student and first author must

publish the study in the name of National Formosa University.
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English proficiency requirements for graduation' (choose one of the three)
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Score over 61 on IBT-TOEFL, over 650 on TOEIC, or over 4 on IELTS.
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Pass the GEPT Intermediate Level Test.
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Give an oral presentation in English at an international conference sponsored by IEEE, IET,
or ACM, or have the conference paper indexed by Ei Compendex, Engineering Village, or

Scopus.
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The students shall meet the following requirements when submitting the application for the

1.

dissertation defense:
¢ A-PF e T 5] & 38 ~ 2 Prepare the following documents for application:
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(1) #LF =% 33" 5% - Doctoral Dissertation Defense Application Form

(2) e 4E- o One copy of the full academic transcript

Q) #w4 % B4 L & - » o One copy of the first draft and of the summary of the
dissertation

(4) B=+3xL B &+ - Name list of the dissertation defense committee members

GiEzk L2 2L R €% i o The student’s application must be reviewed and

approved by the Director of Program and the Academic Committee members.
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et 1 424 B ¢ - Organize the doctoral dissertation defense committee.
ye19 4% 1 B {~ F 2% o Execute the doctoral dissertation defense.
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defense committee shall comply with the following regulations:
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The committee shall consist of five to nine members (including the dissertation advisor), no less

than one-third of which shall be from outside National Formosa University. The chairperson shall

be elected from among the committee members by the members themselves, but the dissertation
advisor cannot serve as the chairperson.
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Each committee member shall meet at least one of the following requirements:

(1) miE& g =4 5k - The committee member is serving (or used to serve) as a
professor or an associate professor.

(2) PEF kL ~RiEAGEY LT RAET R~ 8T B o The committee member
is an Academician at the Academia Sinica, or is serving (or used to serve) as a researcher or
associate researcher at the Academia Sinica.

B EFELE= > * AFI Fj = 75—?{ - The committee member has a doctoral degree
and distinguished academic achievements.

(4) PFIABERF RS EREEH 2 g AL R ¥y é»fi}u—g > The committee
member specializes in an uncommon or unique field, and has distinguished academic or
professional achievements.
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The committee members shall be recommended by the dissertation advisor and approved by the

Director of Program.
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To apply for the dissertation defense, each graduate student of the program must obtain the doctoral

candidate qualification, provide qualified research achievements, submit the doctoral dissertation, fill

out the dissertation defense application form, submit a copy of the full academic transcript, submit the



first draft and summary of the dissertation, and submit a “Turnitin” result of 20% or less. If the
“Turnitin” result is higher than 20%, the student must submit a letter of explanation and a written
consent from the advisor. After the Program Committee validates the student’s application and defense
committee member list, the student can then begin to make arrangements for the dissertation defense.
Lo v Bz 452 R8P £ T 53 2 The execution of the dissertation defense shall comply
with the following regulations:
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After the graduate student’s dissertation defense application is approved, the student shall submit
nine hard copies of the dissertation and nine hard copies of the summary to the Academic
Committee for review, before making arrangements for the dissertation defense. The dissertation
defense shall be conducted in the form of an oral exam.
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The passing score of the dissertation defense is 70, out of a full mark of 100, and the student’s
final grade is the average of the scores given by the present committee members. However, if
over one-third of the committee members give the student a failing grade, the student does not
pass the dissertation defense. The committee members can only score the student once.
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The committee members shall be present in person at the dissertation defense and cannot entrust
somebody else to attend the dissertation defense. At least five committee members, no less than
one-third of which shall be from outside National Formosa University, must be present at the
dissertation defense.
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If the committee discovers and confirms that the student committed fraud or plagiarism in writing
his/her dissertation, the student will be suspended from the school.
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The student who fails the dissertation defense and is still within the allowed period of study can
apply for a second dissertation defense in the following semester or academic year. Each student
can re-apply for a second dissertation defense for only once if he/she fails his/her first dissertation
defense. If the student fails his/her second dissertation defense, the student will be suspended
from the school.
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The dissertation shall be written in English or Chinese. The students are not allowed to submit a
dissertation that had already been submitted to acquire another degree before.
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The date of the dissertation defense shall be between early October and late January in the first
semester, or between early April and late July in the second semester. The applicant for the



dissertation defense must submit the complete dissertation and committee member list at least
one month before the end of the aforementioned period of time.
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After the student receives his/her doctoral degree, if it is later confirmed that the student committed
fraud or plagiarism in his/her dissertation, creation, exhibition, written report, or technical report,
the bestowed academic degree and degree certificate will be revoked.
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The program’s Academic Committee is made up of two faculty members from each department,
with recommendations from the department chairs. The program director serves as both the ex-
officio member and the convener.
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The doctoral candidacy examination committee should be composed of members from the
program’s Academic Committee, joined by the dissertation adviser.
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Any terms and regulations not mentioned herein shall be governed by relevant laws and the
university’s applicable rules and regulations
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The terms and regulations have been approved by the College Affairs and the Academic Affairs

Meetings. Implementation begins after approval and each amendment approval.



